Items of interest include Santons, colorful painted clay
figures traditionally placed around the Christmas tree.
Aix-en-Provence is known for fragrant soaps with natural
floral scents, and calissons, a high quality marzipan made
of almonds and eggs. Other items include painting, clothing
made of Provencal fabrics, and pottery.

Value Added Tax (VAT), is added to most purchases.

Visitors who spend over a certain amount may be entitled

to re-claim some or all of the tax paid, however, regulations
and conditions governing the refund of VAT are subject to
change and RCCL can not guarantee the cooperation of local
authorities.

LOCAL CURRENCY The unit of currency in this port of call
is the euro. There are 8 euro coins denominated in 2 and 1
euros, along with 50, 20, 10, 5, 2, and 1 cent pieces. Every
euro coin carries a common European face. On the obverse,
each Member State decorates the coins with their own
motifs. No matter which motif is on the coins they can be
used anywhere inside the Member States. There are 7 euro
notes. In different colors and sizes, they are denominated in
500, 200, 100, 50, 20, 10, and 5 euros. The notes are uniform
throughout the euro area; unlike coins, they have no national
side. All euro notes are legal tender in all countries of the
euro area.

POST OFFICE AND TELEPHONE FACILITIES The main
post office (Poste) is Colbert, located at 1 pl de I’Hotel-des-
Postes. There is also a post office at 50, rue de Rome and 46,
rue Montgrand.

A telephone office is incorporated into the Post Office.
Many telephones in France accept “Telecartes” which can
be purchased in Post Offices and Tobacconists. You can
also place a call with your personal calling card using the
following access codes:

AT&T: 0800-99-0011 / MCI: 0800-99-0019 /
SPRINT: 0800-99-0087

TOURIST INFORMATION The main tourist information
office is located in the Old Port on La Canebiere.

TRANSPORTATION A number of taxis are usually available
at the Pier and most will accept U.S. Dollars. There is a bus
and subway system within the city that is fairly easy and
modern.

USEFUL WORDS

Yes — Oui

No — Non

Good Day — Bonjour
Good-bye — Au Revoir
Thank You — Merci

You’re Welcome — De Rien

NOTES

This information has been compiled for the convenience of our guests and is

intended solely for that purpose. While we work to ensure that the information

contained herein is correct, we cannot accept responsibility for any changes
that may have taken place since printing. © RCCL 2008. All rights reserved.
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GENERAL INFORMATION Marseille is located

in the region of Provence, one of the most scenic
areas in all of France. Geographically it ranges

from the high mountains of the southern Alps to

the blue waters of the Mediterranean. Its rugged,
rocky countryside interspersed with vineyards,
fields of lavender, and olive groves have inspired the
paintings of Paul Cezanne and Vincent Van Gogh.

Marseille is the capital of this beautiful region and
is the second largest city in France. With a trading
history of more then 2500 years, Marseille owes its
prosperity to the sea and still remains the largest
port city in the Mediterranean. Although the cities
image has been tainted by its strong emphasis on
industry, Marseille has much to offer.

For visitors from the sea, Marseille is the gateway to
the spectacular scenery of Provence and the Rhone
Valley. Once the north-south route of ancient armies
and medieval traders, the area has a strong Greco-
Roman|heritage. With a number of well preserved
towns and villages, an exploration into this region
will reveal its fascinating history and marvelous
landscapes.

HISTORY Marseille (Massalia) was founded in 600 B.C. by the
Phoenicians but soon became a mixed population with the arrival
of a large number of Celts in the 5th and 4th century B.C. The
Greek culture slowly infiltrated the area and by the 2nd century
B.C., Massalia became a powerful commercial city with a number
of trading posts.

Threatened by an attack from the Gauls, Massalia obtained the
protection of Rome in 154 B.C. The region enjoyed independence
until 49 B.C. when it fell to the Roman empire as a result of having
supported Pompeii against Caesar.

Christianity appeared in the region at the end of the 2nd century

A.D. and brought considerable religious and political transformations
for the next three centuries. Provence was ceded to the Franks in

536 A.D. and confusion and tragedy continued as the Arabs and
Franks transformed the region into a battleground in the 8th century.
Seeking protection, Provence became a part of the Holy Roman
Empire in 1032.

The marriage of Charles of Anjou to Beatrice of Provence in 1246
linked Provence to the House of Anjou. The key city was Avignon
where Bishop Jacques Duese was elected Pope in 1316. The second
half of the 14th century brought famine and plague which devastated
the area. The reformation spread to the south of France as early as
1530, however the Huguenots brought violent religious wars and
Catholicism prevailed in Provence.

Continued over
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1.5 million visitors each year. Continued over



