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GENERAL INFORMATION    She was little more 
than a sleepy Mexican village town that no one re-
ally noticed. Her full name was El Pueblo de Nuestra 
Senora la Reina de los Angeles de Porciuncula. But 
that name seemed a little long.  So she got herself a 
Hollywood agent and as agents often do, he short-
ened her name to Los Angeles and transformed her 
from shy ingénue to a siren of the silver screen that 
now “believes in long, slow, deep, soft, wet kisses 
that last three days”. A timid past now lost on the 
casting couch and basking in the glow of the flood 
lights of America’s…the world’s…motion picture 
industry. 

Los Angeles is a fantasy land, a city built in a des-
ert, looking out over the largest ocean on the face of 
planet earth, yet they call their team “The Lakers”. 
Lalaland is a mythic place where Jack Warner and 
his brothers synced moving celluloid and recorded 
sound and thereby changed the world forever. Los 
Angeles is a town where “if you can dodge a wrench 
you can dodge a ball” and “stupid is as stupid does”.  
It is the wonderment where “not everyone can be-
come a great artist, but a great artist can come from 
anywhere.” It is a magic factory where hope is held 
together by gossamer thread…a tensile town where 
the stars outnumber and outshine those in the heav-
ens…where unknown actors like Issur Danielovitch, 
Maurice Micklewhite and Marion Morrison became 
giants of the silver screen … once the studio worked 
on their names. 

You are not in Kansas any more. This is a town where 
there are “no wire hangers…ever”…a town where a 
mouse is king and where “greed, for lack of a better 
word, is good”. This is a town where “their people” 
will call “your people”. A town so laid back and so 
cool its known simply by its initials. A town where 

you “leave the gun and take the cannolis”…a town so sophisticated that 
people don’t “go to” lunch…they “do” lunch…avocado pizza? Here 
they have an old friend for dinner with “liver and some fava beans and 
a nice Chianti”. The best screen writers on the studio back lot could not 
make this stuff up…except for the fact that they did…LA…Hooray for 
Hollywood! 	

HISTORY  The Tongva and Chumash Indians established themselves 
in the coastal region of today’s Los Angles around 5000 to 6000 BC.  
Spanish explorer Juan Rodríguez discovered California for the Euro-
peans in 1542. Spanish missions increased over the following years.  
American ships frequented the San Pedro Bay and Americans began 
settling in the area starting in 1805.  Soon after, Mexico won its inde-
pendence from Spain in 1821, immigrants from Italy and France settled 
in the Pueblo of Los Angeles. 

In the Mexican-American War in 1846 American forces reached South-
ern California and captured Los Angeles. After the signing of the Treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, conceding California, the County of Los Ange-
les was created, followed by the incorporation of the City of Los Ange-
les. In 1850 California was admitted to the Union as the 31st state.  

The discovery of gold in California around the mid 1800s brought 
Americans and immigrants rushing to the area. The land nearby pro-
vided agricultural products for the miners. The construction of the 
Southern Pacific and Santa Fe Railroads in 1880 and 1886 contributed 
to the influx of population. The Los Angeles Harbor became the busiest 
on the West Coast. Immigrants from China, England, France, Italy, and 
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cance for the Asian-American community.  

5 Museum of Television & Radio – This ode to media 
broadcasting has a collection of 100,000 programs, includ-

ing shows and commercials, shown for the past 80 years, as well 
as special exhibits on costumes and art. 

6 Beverly Hills Hotel – Los Angeles is filled with legendary 
hotels, but few come close to the guest list of the “Pink 

Palace,” refuge for the stars since 1912. 

7 Warner Brothers Studios – Step into the world of movies 
and television where visitors can take a walking tour of the 

studio museum, soundstages, and sets. 

8 Paramount Pictures Studio – Nothing says Hollywood 
more than this movie-making institution that has been pro-

ducing films since the 1920s.  You can take a tour of the studio’s 
facilities and even attend a live taping. 

9 Pierce Brothers Westwood Village Memorial – This 
small cemetery is proof that fame and controversy tran-

scend death in Hollywood.  Visit the final resting spots of stars 
like Marilyn Monroe, Jack Lemmon, Dean Martin, Truman Ca-
pote, and Natalie Wood. 

Beyond Los Angeles

Santa Catalina Island – This island is a popular and historic 
part of Los Angeles County, located 20 miles from the city.  
When Spanish explorer Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo first spotted 
the Los Angeles coastline, he landed on this island.  Today it is 
an eco-friendly oasis for water sports.

Queen Mary – Berthed in Long Beach since 1967, this famous 
cruise ship and World War II troopship completed over 1,000 
transatlantic voyages and held the record for the world’s fastest 
ocean crossing several times.  Now a floating hotel, visitors can 
take tours of the vessel, as well as see the neighboring Soviet-
era submarine, Scorpion.

Disneyland – Walt Disney’s original theme park and the Cali-
fornia Adventure Park in Anaheim are only 45 minutes away 
from Los Angeles. 

SHORE EXCURSIONS  To make the most of your visit to Los 
Angeles and its scenic surrounding areas we suggest you take 
one of our organized Shore Excursions. For information con-
cerning tour content and pricing consult your Shore Excursion 
Brochure or contact the Shore Excursion Desk. 

LOCAL CUSTOMS  Bargaining: Is not widely practiced in 
Los Angeles.

Tipping: Gratuity is not usually added to restaurant bills.  A tip 
of 15-20% on the food cost, is customary.

Local Cuisine: Los Angeles cuisine is known for locally-grown 
organic ingredients, fusion dishes, and international food, espe-
cially from Mexico and Asia.  Get your fill of Hong Kong dim 
sum (varied, small servings of dumplings), Japanese sushi, iza-

kaya (pub-style dining with beer and sake), Korean barbeque, 
or Vietnamese pho (noodles) before you head to one of Los An-
geles’ chic restaurants or wine bars.

You may also choose to visit a farmer’s market in Los Angeles 
to make your own meal of fresh, organic ingredients.  Take ad-
vantage of California produce with local fruits and vegetables 
available in season.  Visit the Original Farmer’s Market at 6333 
West 3rd Street in Hollywood or the Grand Central Market at 
317 S. Broadway in downtown LA.

Drink Specialties: California wine country is closer to LA than 
you think. Order a bottle of Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay, 
or Pinot Noir to pair with your organic fusion cuisine. Bottled 
water is recommended.

SHOPPING FACILITIES  Shopping malls, thrift shops, and 
open-air markets abound in Los Angeles.  Some well-stocked 
malls include the Beverly Center in the Westside, The Grove 
near the Farmer’s Market, the Westside Pavilion, and the West-
field Century City.   Visit the “Golden Triangle” of shops around 
Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills for the finest luxury boutiques.  
Abbot Kinney Boulevard in Venice, offers a diverse array of 
restaurants, vintage boutiques, and antique shops.  

Be aware of California’s 8.25% sales tax, which can be avoided 
for large purchases that are shipped out of state. 

LOCAL CURRENCY  The local currency is the U.S. dollar.

POST OFFICE AND TELEPHONE FACILITIES  The 
United States Post Office has branches throughout the Greater 
Los Angeles area.  There is a Post Drop Box within the Cruise 
Ship Terminal.

Place a call with your personal calling card using the following 
access numbers:

AT&T:  01.800.225.5288
MCI:  001.800.888.8000

TOURIST INFORMATION  Visit the Los Angeles Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau at two locations: 

685 S. Figueroa St., downtown and the Hollywood & Highland 
Center in Hollywood within the Kodak Center on Hollywood 
Boulevard.  

TRANSPORTATION  Being one of the cheapest places to rent 
a car in the United States, Los Angeles has many car rental com-
panies.  Navigating Los Angeles’ 67 neighborhoods by car is 
best left to the locals, but if you rent a car, be sure to pick up a 
complimentary driving map.  

The LA bus and metro systems are good for short trips, but not 
recommended for late night travels or long distances.  Cabs are 
also available, though fares are high and are usually available 
only by calling the local taxi cab company for a pickup.  Taxi’s 
do not travel down local streets looking for fares but may be 
found next to local hotels and airports.

Spain, settled in Los Angeles. 

In 1911, director D.W. Griffith opened the first film studio in the 
area.  Film producers, previously in New York, soon followed 
suit, opening film studios and production companies.  Small stu-
dios grew into great companies, led by powerful executives and 
movie stars.   

Postwar Los Angeles brought the rise of television and music to 
the entertainment capital of the world.  Growing infrastructure 
and development, especially the freeways in the 1940s, com-
bined with the addition of the San Fernando Valley to the city, 
helped the sprawling Los Angeles gain a reputation as a com-
muter city.  Increased immigration over the past century, from 
across the United States and overseas has strengthened Los An-
geles’ identity as a melting pot of cultures.  

Today Los Angeles is an international city of cultures, enter-
tainment, and trade.  Though the film, music, and television in-
dustries are now global enterprises, the capital remains in Los 
Angeles.

LOS ANGELES POINTS OF INTEREST

1 Grauman’s Chinese Theatre – Immortalized as the cin-
ema of movie premieres, this Chinese-style pagoda on 

Hollywood Boulevard has a public courtyard with the hand and 
footprints of Hollywood legends since 1927.  Buy tickets to 
watch a film where your favorite star may have sat. 

2 The Hollywood Walk of Fame is the famous sidewalk at 
Hollywood Boulevard and Vine Street. Over 2,000 stars 

imbedded in the walk represent the history and names, real and 
fictional, famous or forgotten, of many who contributed to the 
success of the motion picture industry. 

3 Grand Central Market – Fresh, local food is a hallmark 
of California cuisine, and it all starts here at Los Angeles’ 

largest and oldest open-air market.  Open since 1917, the market 
has consistently provided customers with fresh produce, meats, 
fish, and prepared food from around the world. 

4 Chinatown – Los Angeles’ Chinatown is the oldest in the 
United States, as the Chinese community established it-

self near Union Station in 1852.  In 1938, a “New Chinatown” 
brought a Central Plaza along with various landmarks that make 
the area as famous for its architecture as for its historic signifi-


