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GENERAL INFORMATION   Located at latitude 
40 degrees south in the island State of Tasmania,
Hobart is Australia’s second oldest city. The city is 
rich in character and history, nestled next to one of the 
most beautiful natural harbors in the world and at the 
base of majestic Mount Wellington, which rises 4,166 
feet (1270 meters) from the sea. Hobart has wonderful 
stone buildings surrounding the waterfront and little 
colonial cottages lining the narrow lanes of Battery 
Point. The harbor, which once hosted tall sailing 
ships, today provides shelter for yachts from all over 
the world. The city is not without modern high-rise 
hotels, but the 1840s warehouses of Salamanca Place, 
now converted to shops and dining spots, have much 
more impact on the overall atmosphere. Fronting an 
area around Constitution Rock, Hobart’s waterfront 
retains much of its early character and is alive with 
wonderful seafood restaurants, vintage vessels in 
the harbor and the newly renovated Elizabeth Pier. 
This is an historical city built on the sweat and blood 
of early convicts. Much of their efforts may still 
be seen in the buildings found throughout the area. 

USEFUL WORDS & PHRASES The language spoken is 
English; however, it is spiced with a vocabulary and some 
pronunciations bound to confuse non-native speakers. For 
example: 

Are you right?  ▪  Do you need help? 
Good on ya  ▪  Good for you. 
Good day  ▪  G’day 
Good afternoon  ▪  Arvo 
Woman  ▪  Sheila 
That’s OK  ▪  No worries 
General store  ▪  Milk bar
Evening meal  ▪  Tea

NOTES

HISTORY   Hobart has managed to combine the benefits of a modern 
city with the rich heritage of its colonial past. The harbor and the easy-
going atmosphere all make Hobart one of the most enjoyable and 
engaging of Australia’s cities. The first inhabitants of the area were 
the Aboriginal Mouheneer tribe who lived a semi-nomadic lifestyle. 
The first European colony in Tasmania was founded in 1803 at Risdon 
Cove, but a year later Lieutenant-Colonel David Collins, governor of 
the new settlement in Van Diemen’s Land, sailed down the Derwent 
River and decided that a cove about 6 miles (10 km) below Risdon 
and on the opposite shore was a better place to settle. This became the 
site of Tasmania’s future capital city and began as a village of tents 
and wattle-and-daub huts with a population of 262 (178 of whom were 
convicts). Hobart Town, as it was known until 1881, was proclaimed 
a city in 1842. Very important to its development was the Derwent 
River estuary, one of the world’s finest deep-water harbors, and many 
merchants made their fortunes from the whaling trade, ship-building 
and export of products like merino wool and corn.
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POINTS OF INTEREST

1 Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery Interesting historical 
exhibits from the old convict days housed in the city’s oldest 

building dating from 1808. Of particular interest are the rare 
photos of the now extinct Tasmanian tiger. Argyle St. 

2 Battery Point  Take time to walk around Battery Point, an 
area of colonial stone cottages just south of the harbor. The 

point gets its name from a battery of guns set up on the promontory 
in 1818. Today, antique shops, tearooms, atmospheric pubs, and 
cozy restaurants are interspersed among historic homes. 

3 Maritime Museum of Tasmania Situated on Hobard 
Waterfront (entrance from Argle Street), the Martime 

Museum houses an extensive collection of photos, paintings, 
models and relics depicting Tasmania’s, and particularly 
Hobart’s, colorful shipping history. 

4 Van Diemen’s Land Folk Museum  The oldest folk 
museum in Australia is housed in Narryna, a fine Georgian 

home at 103 Hampden Rd., Battery Point. Dating from 1836, 
it stands in beautiful grounds and has a large and fascinating 
collection of relics from Tasmania’s early pioneering days.

Outside Downtown Hobart

Mount Wellington Park and Lookout  From this lofty vantage 
you can see the irregular coast with its many bays, coves, and 
peninsulas. 

Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens  If you like flowers, trees 
and shrubs, visit the the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens, 
only about a mile from the city center. Established in 1818, the 
gardens are known for their floral displays, conifers, and native 
plant collection. Colorful seasonal blooming plants are housed 
in the Conservatory.

Cascade Brewery  Australia’s oldest brewery, on Cascade Rd. 
close to the city center, is still in use and produces some of the 
finest beer in the country.

Beyond Hobart

Salmon Ponds Museum In 1864, the first rainbow and brown 
trout in the southern hemisphere were bred in the salmon 
ponds.

Bonorong Wildlife Park  If you’re interested in native fauna, 
visit the Bonorong ParkWildlife Centre, located about 25 
minutes north of Hobart. The 15-acre (6 hectares) park houses 
native Tasmanian animals in a bush setting. 

SHORE EXCURSIONS  To make the most of your visit to 
Hobart and surrounding areas we suggest you take one of our 
organized Shore Excursions. For information concerning tour 
content and pricing, consult your Shore Excursion Brochure, 
Shore Excursion TV Channel or contact the Shore Excursion 
Desk. When going ashore, guests are advised to take with them 
only the items they need and to secure any valuables. 

LOCAL CUSTOMS   Tipping: While tipping is still optional in 
Australia it is increasingly seen at better hotels, restaurants and 
in taxis. As a general rule in restaurants add 5%-10% of the bill 
depending on service and in taxis add 5%-10% depending on 
the length of the trip. 

Local Cuisine: The lush pasture land, rivers and seas of Tasmania 
have helped make the state a culinary paradise. Visitors can feast 
on succulent seafood – crayfish, trout and abalone, Tasmanian 
scallops and Atlantic salmon, oysters and deep-sea fish. The 
variety of cheese produced here is equal to some of the best in 

the world. The cheddars and sharp blue, and legendary King 
Island soft cheeses – brie and camembert – together with the 
many speciality cheeses, are hard to resist.

Local drink: Tasmania boasts a thriving spirits industry. Try 
Tasmania’s cool climate premium wines. There are more than 
40 commercial vineyards here, with cellar door sampling. 
Tasmanian Beers and micro-breweries are famous and offer a 
wide variety of flavors.

SHOPPING FACILITIES  

5 Salamanca Place  The row of beautiful sandstone 
warehouses on the harbor front at Salamanca Place is a prime 

example of Australian colonial architecture. Dating back to the 
whaling days of the 1830s, these warehouses were the center 
of Hobart Town’s trade and commerce. Today they have been 
tastefully developed to house galleries, restaurants, nightspots 
and shops selling everything from vegetables to antiques.

6 Elizabeth Street Mall The main shopping area of Hobart 
on Elizabeth Street between Collins and Liverpool streets.

7 The Cat and the Fiddle Arcade  Located between the 
mall and Murray Street, includes interesting boutiques and 

shops.

LOCAL CURRENCY  The official currency of Australia is 
the Australian Dollar. Foreign exchange rates fluctuate. There is 
also a slight variation for cash or traveler’s checks. 

POST OFFICE & TELEPHONE FACILITIES  The main 
Post Office is in the center of the city, on the corner of Elizabeth 
and Macquarie Sts. 

Dial the following access numbers to place a call with your 
personal calling card:

AT&T: 1.800.881.011
MCI: 1.800.881.100
SPRINT: 1.800.881.877

TOURIST INFORMATION  The Tasmanian Travel and 
Information Center is located at the corner of Davey and 
Elizabeth streets.

TRANSPORTATION  The local bus service is run by Metro. 
The main office is located at 18 Elizabeth St., within the main 
post office. Most busses leave from this area of Elizabeth St., 
known as the Metro City Bus Station.
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